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Suspected
Ovarian
Cancer

post-menopausal

pre-
menopausalMenopause

status

Blood test CA125

≥35 u/ml

<35 u/ml

Blood levels

2 Week Wait
Gynaecology referral

Explore other
causes e.g. IBS

Yes

No
Palpable

abdominal/pelvic
mass/ascites?

Consider routine diagnostic tests

If persisting NG 12 symptoms,
consider 2WW NSS referral

Be mindful of elevated levels of CA125 observed in physiological and pathological states
such as: menstruation, pregnancy, endometriosis or benign ovarian cysts.

Birmingham Women's Hospital will
automatically pick up abnormal

scans and arrange urgent internal
referral

See Page 2

Page 1 of 2

Correlate with other
symptoms and signs

Refer to appropriate 2
Week Wait pathway



Ovarian Cancer CA125 Urgent Pelvic
Ultrasound Scan Pathway - Page 2
Be mindful of elevated levels of CA125 observed in physiological and
pathological states such as: menstruation, pregnancy, endometriosis or
benign ovarian cysts.
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2WW USS Pelvis to be
completed within 2 weeks.

State 'Suspected Ovarian
Pathology' with CA-125 result.

If any abdominal/pelvic
pathology found on the pelvic
scan, please either:

follow this pathway, 
organise further imaging
if recommended on
report, or 
organise urgent
specialist referral as
clinically appropriate.  

delay test if patient
menstruating

 less than 5 cm

Blood test CA125

≥70 u/ml

35-69
u/ml

Blood levels

GP to request Urgent
2WW USS Pelvis

Yes

No

Suspicious of
Ovarian
Cancer?

GP to reassure
patient that it is

unlikely that they
have Ovarian Cancer
and review symptoms

GP to refer to
Urgent Gynae Clinic

No

No,
persistent

Yes, increased

Yes,
decreased

Change in
cyst characteristics

or size?

Yes

No
Are both ovaries

visualised?

Pre-menopausal
Patient with

suspected Ovarian
Cancer

2 Week Wait
gynaecology referral

No

Yes

Benign,
simple cyst?

GP to organise a
rescan USS Pelvis in

3 months

5 cm or
greater

Size of cyst?

Ovarian pathology not
suspicious of cancer

Yes
Ovarian pathology

present?

Explore other
causes*
e.g. IBS

<35 u/ml

*Explore other causes including: Irritable Bowel
Syndrome. GP to also consider non-gynaecological
cancer (lung, colorectal and pancreatic) and
to investigate as clinically appropriate

Four potential next steps
1) Patient safety-netted in General Practice

2) Advice + Guidance, or routine referral
3) If cancer NG12 symptoms persist, consider

2WW non-specific symptom referral
4) Explore other causes*



 
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  


